
Yoriko Kato (Japan) 
Bachelor of Business Marketing and International Business 

 

 
My name is Yoriko Kato and I am from Japan. I am majoring Marketing and International 

Business and this is my last semester at Washburn. When I first came here I could not speak 
English very well and needed a lot of help from other people. At that time I could never imagine 
I can be the part of PAIS. My advice for new students are do not afraid to ask help. Nobody can 
be perfect at the first time. Every international student experienced a hard time when they first 
arrive here. We are always here for you to help. Looking forward to seeing you on campus!! 

 
 

 

 

 



Lugeine Alshurafa  (Saudi Arabia) 

Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology 

 

 

My name is Lugeine and I am from Saudi Arabia. I am currently studying my master of arts in 
Clinical Psychology at WU. I love to travel and explore and chose to pursue my education in the 
US. I decided to be involved in PAIS so I can learn more about the campus while also helping 

others who are new to WU and to the US. I am currently completing my internship at Counseling 
Services here on campus as a therapist and I am also a teaching assistant for the psychology 

department. When I first arrived, it was difficult to adjust. I was away from family and friends 
and was not familiar with the culture and the rules here. What I learned along the way is, it is 

okay to ask for help. I thought that I needed to figure things out on my own which only added to 
the stress. When I reached out, not only did I get the help I needed, but I also connected with 

others who were on the same boat as me. It made this experience so much less stressful and more 
enjoyable. Do not be afraid to ask for help and always know that you already have people on 

campus that are here to support you! 

 



Miku Motoi (Japan) 

Bachelor of Fine Arts with Emphasis in Studio Art 

 

Hi, my name is Miku Motoi and I’m from Kyoto, Japan. This is my senior year and I’m majoring 
in Studio Art. There is several reasons why I came to The US, but the biggest reason is I just 

wanted to try something cool which can improve myself. I feel more confident showing who I 
am than before because of living in this open-minded culture. It’s always good to know people 

different cultures, so please share your stories with me. By the way, I like playing volleyball and 
soccer. If anyone plays, I would love to join. Also, I work at the rec, so I’ll see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tite Munganga (The Democratic Republic of the Congo) 

Bachelor of Business with Emphasis in Management 

 

My name is Tite Munganga and I am from The Democratic Republic of the Congo. I am in my 
junior year and I am majoring in Business Management. I have always had a dream of creating 
my own company and work internationally. Therefore, I decided to study abroad in the United 

States so that I can increase my international job prospects, and discover new and exciting 
things. At first, I was worried about making friends but as soon as I got here, I made plenty of 
friends which is still surprising me. I came to Washburn University in Spring 2017, and I have 

participated in different activities and several events that are really fun and helpful. In Fall 2018, 
I decided to be a part of PAIS which is giving me the opportunity to meet new people and learn 

about new cultures. By helping them, I gain an uplifting experience, and I get a greater 
knowledge of different cultures. My advice to all new international students is to get involved in 
different activities on campus and get involved in student organizations because it is a great way 

to make lifelong friends, improve your English listening and speaking skills, and learn 
interesting things. Welcome to Washburn University! We are looking forward to having you 

with us. 

 

 



Hashim Alghafli (Saudi Arabia) 

Bachelor of Business in Finance 

Business Minor in Economics 

 

 

I am Hashim Alghafli from Saudi Arabia. I never thought about studying in the United States 
until I talked with my brother who graduated from the United States. My major is Finance and 

minor in Economics. I arrived in Topeka in January 2015. I have been part of the PAIS since Fall 
2017 and I am enjoying helping the new students in the orientation representing the University 

and helping them with enrollments. I also work as an assistant at the International Program 
Office. I have been participating in a lot of activities and trips at WU. It was not too easy for me 

because of my English skill but it is worth it. I learned a lot; improving my English language, 
learning about different cultures, made friends from different countries, etc. My goal is to be 

either a Finance and Economics professor or a Financial Advisor in a bank. My advice to all the 
international students at WU is to attend every trip or be a part of any group activities on campus 
such as Washburn Rotaract, Washburn Exercise Science Club, and so on in order to make new 

friends and improve your English. 

 



Parth Desai (India) 

Master of Business Administration 

 

After completing my Bachelor's degree in the hospitality industry, I was working in the big 
brand chains of hotels. While working I came to know I am more interested in the administration 
job role. I felt like it is the time to make a big move to transcend my administration skills, at that 
point  I made the decision to go for MBA in the USA. I was born and brought up in the western 
part of India (Gujarat). I wanted to pursue my higher education in abroad where USA was my 

first priority because I feel, you can get the best education in the USA. While looking at all MBA 
program offered from different universities, the MBA program offered by Washburn university 
attracted me the most. I learned significant knowledge about my course and culture of America 
within my Washburn experience. The conversant professor in their subjects and other Washburn 

people always there to help you from every feasible way. The international House absolutely 
their consistently to assist with the culture shock when you arrive from a different country. In the 

end, I would like to say one thing, "Always believe in yourself!! Keep conviction in your 
capabilities and skills which you learned from your education and experience! Without abase but 

equitable confidence in your own powers, you will see yourself happy and successful in life!!. 



Kye-Asher Carter (U.S.A.) 

Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Teaching Specialty English 

Anthropology Minor 

 

My name is Kye-Asher Carter, but feel free to call me Kye. I am 20 years old and in my third 
year of college. My major is Secondary English Education with a minor in Anthropology. I 

studied abroad in South Korea in the Fall of 2018. It was the best experience of my life, so far. I 
chose South Korea because I have always been fascinated with the culture and would like to 
teach English there in the future.  I joined the PAIS program in Spring of 2018 and did my 

training right before I left for South Korea. I tutor English at the International Center of Topeka 
(ICT) which is held in the International House, too. I am the tentative secretary of the WU 

United Nations Association chapter. My experience at Washburn has been amazing. I have been 
able to enhance my experience by joining various organizations and doing volunteer work. My 
advice to anyone is to get involved in campus life and the Topeka community. You can learn 

more by getting involved! 
 

 



Sayaka Kine (Japan) 

Bachelor of Criminal Justice with Emphasis in Law Enforcement 

Psychology Minor, Human Service Minor 

 

My name is Sayaka Kine. I’m from Japan, Osaka. I’m majoring criminal justice and the 
emphasizing law enforcement, and minoring psychology and human service. I’m also working 

on getting certificate with trauma and recovery and blood stain analysis. I’m a presidential 
ambassador for the international student since my sophomore year. I applied for the position 

because I love meeting new international students and I love working with staff at International 
house. I’m also involving with Washburn police cadet program as a police cadet sergeant. And I 

work part time at the Memorial Union as building manager. I learn so much things from the 



different jobs I do on campus and it makes my student life here more meaningful. My passion is 
helping people and study about law and order. Since I was 15, I always wanted to become a 

police officer because I wanted to do the right things and bring justice for crime victims. During 
7 years of pursuing the dream, I learned that the duty of police officer does not always help 

people and knowing truth does not always make a positive result. However, I still want to be a 
police officer because I want to be the first person to be called when people need helps. And I 
want to change someone’s worst day to a better day by my present. Becoming an Ichabod was 

the best choice I made in order to prepare to become a police officer. I could not use English well 
when I came to the United States, but I overcame my weakness by put myself into more 
challenging position. (ex: join student organizations, take more classes, asking questions 

frequently...). The challenges helped me grow as a person. When I was in Junior high school, I 
did not even plan to go to high school but now I am planning to get master degree in the future. 
My life have changed in good way with the experience at Washburn University. I appreciate my 

family, faculty members at Washburn, friends for supporting me getting great experience at 
Washburn University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Linhui Huang (China) 

Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting and Finance 

 

Hey guys, I am Linhui Huang and from China. I go by Olivia here, and my friends call me liv 
more. I am accounting and finance double major student and graduating in May 2019. I had a 

couple of works experience in the US and am working for a local firm in Topeka currently. The 
choice of studying overseas was something very natural to me because I have been dreaming of 

it since very little. Thanks to the diversity, great resource, and very helpful professors and 
classmates, I had a blast and learned a lot at Washburn. I even got scholarships to travel in 
Europe with dean and profs, which was so awesome! Throwing back my past years here, 

stepping out of the comfort zone is the most critical. Some new students may be shy or not 
confident with English, but that’s just some burden you chose to have. We only care for what 

kind of person you are. Relax. Be more involved in campus activities and be more participated in 
class and teamwork. You are going to have fun here! 



Haojun Fu (China) 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting 

 
Hello, my name is Haojun Fu and go by Hugo here. I am from China and major in accounting. It 
is my senior year and had some work experience from on campus and bank jobs. I came to US 
for collage because I would like to experience to cultural diversity and pursue higher quality of 
education. I have gone through a lot along the way and gained a lot too, which prepared me for 

the future either in professional way or relationship building. I enjoy doing sports and am a crazy 
fan of basketball. As a PAIS, I hope everyone could make use of the abundant resource of 

Washburn and have a blast here. 

 

 

 

 

 



Richard Bihler (Germany) 

Bachelor of Arts in German 

International Business Minor 

 

Hey all, my name is Rich and I’m from Stuttgart, Germany. Though I have been living in Topeka 
for 12 years, so I am from here as well. This is my senior year and I’m finishing up my German 

Major as well as International Business Minor. I became a PAIS because through my own 
studying and working abroad experiences I’ve learned how nice it is to have a friendly face to 
talk to already at the beginning of your stay in a foreign country. I like going to the gym, I go 
every day for at least an hour, so if anyone wants me to show them around or needs a spotter, 

feel free to ask. I also enjoy learning about cultures and language, so if anyone ever wants to talk 
about their experiences here and difference or things they noticed, I am up for that as well. My 
junior year I spent half the year in Osnabrück, Germany and the other in Shanghai, China so 

those are areas I’m super familiar with. I look forward to meeting you all and hope you have a 
great time at Washburn University! 

 



Mingzhu Zhu (China) 

Bachelor of Arts in Mass Media with Emphasis in Creative Advertising 

 

 

I am Mingzhu Zhu from Guangzhou, China. I major in Mass Media with an emphasis in creative 
advertising and a minor of theater. I am so lucky to have the opportunity to study in U.S. It’s a 
unique experience to meet people from different countries, which broaden my horizons. I enjoy 
the diversity in our campus and I learn how to respect people and their culture. I wanted to meet 
people and help new students, like those who helped me, and I decided to be a part of PAIS in 
Spring 2018. My advice to international students is to be more open to conversation and enjoy 

the multicultural environment. After I graduate, I will go to a graduate school, and my goal is to 
work in an art museum. 

 

 



 

Jiayi Zhang (People’s Republic of China) 

Bachelor of Accounting and Business Management 

 

Hi, my name is Jiayi Zhang and I am from China. I came in to U.S. as a high school student and I 
graduated from a local high school in Topeka. I was an exchange student back then and the 
reason why I want to come to U.S. is because I love to meet new people and learning about 
another culture. Now I am majoring in Accounting and Business Management in Washburn 
University. I am also a member of SOC (Summer Orientation Counseling), and FYE (Peer 

educator). For you to know more about me, I love painting, swimming, and my dogs. I also like 
to watch movies (Any kind of movies work for me), musicals and listening to different songs. I 
hope all the students can enjoy themselves and succeed in Washburn. And always ask for help if 

you need it, I will like to be your friend and you don’t have to face problems by yourself. 

 



 

Kasumi Sawaki (Japan) 

Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting 

 

My name is Kasumi Sawaki and I am from Yokohama, Japan. I came to Topeka in summer 
2017, and since then I’ve studied business management. My future goal is to work with an 

amazing model, Karlie Kloss in NY! Since I wanted to help others in any ways I can, I decided 
to be a member of PAIS from this semester. I faced some difficulties since I came to America 

because of the cultural differences, people who have very different backgrounds and the 
languages, but anyhow I could deal with them, and I really enjoy my college life thanks to great 
friends I made at Washburn.  Studying in a new environment could be very tough for you, but I 

am sure you will learn many, many, many things. To make your college life much better, my 
advice is to make friends. I am very shy and an introvert person, so it took some time to make 

friends. I joined some events at International House and tried to talk to everyone I knew includes 



classmates. Don’t be scared to talk to them, people here are nice. Friends you will make will 
always be there for you and be your great support both mentally and academically for four years 

to come. I hope your choice to come to Washburn will be the best one you’ve ever had. 

 

  



Benis Munganga (Democratic Republic of Congo) 

Computer Information Science with a minor in Mathematics 

 

My name is Benis Munganga, and I am from the Democratic Republic of Congo. I am senior 
majoring in Computer Information Science with a minor in Mathematics. When I was little, I 

was always fascinated by technology in the automobile industry. I was mostly interested by the 
automation part in the whole process of manufacturing cars. I can recall having conversations 
with my siblings that I wanted to own a company that focuses on making cars like VW, and 

Mercedes Benz. As I grew up, I realized that a computer science would fit me best given that I 
wanted to challenge myself and solve complex problems. As for my future goals, I believe that 

“only the sky is the limit” for a Computer Science degree. The knowledge that I have acquired at 
Washburn University will help me develop and support robust software for businesses and 

individuals back in my home country. I am glad that I have been a part of Washburn University 



since Spring 2016. Washburn University has allowed me to grow substantially my understanding 
of different people and cultures. I have also been able to create connections and make lifelong 

friends that I would probably have never made if I went to college somewhere else. My very best 
advice to all international students is to get out of their comfort zone and go interact with people. 

It is at the same time a fun and mind-expanding experience to learn that there are people who 
don’t act or think like you. I am more than confident that you will have a great time here at 

Washburn University. 

  



Matt Honorato (Brazil) 
 

Juris Doctor 

 
My name is Matt Honorato, and since I was eight years old my dream was to study law in the 
United States. Thanks to Washburn University I am well on my way towards completing that 
dream. I am a first-year law student at the Washburn University School of Law, and a proud 

member of Washburn’s incredibly diverse international student community. Born and raised in 
Brazil, I finished my undergraduate studies in Upstate New York and gained some work 

experience before making one of the best decisions of my life and deciding to attend Washburn. 
Here I have the privilege of being part of one of the most respected law programs around and 
being taught by some of the best professors in the business. I have also had the opportunity to 

meet people from all around the globe and create bonds I’m sure I’ll carry for the rest of my life. 
 

 

 



Yue Li (China) 

 
Bachelor of Fine Arts with Emphasis in Painting and Drawing 

 

 
My name is Yue Li, an art student in Washburn University. I come from an art family, so I have 

always had a dream to be an artist since I was little. Studying in the U.S. is a wise decision 
because I get to know the new cultures and meet people from all over the world. Leaving home 
and going to a totally new country is not a easy thing. I need to overcome the language problem 

and to be more independent. Washburn University is a big warm family. Professors here are very 
nice and they are willing to help you go through any problems. International House also offers 

great help! One thing important I learned here is to be confident. Learn to judge yourself 
objectively rather than being over-modest or over-confident can help others to know you better. 
Being too shy and too modest may make you lose the chance to show your abilities and talent. 
So be confident, outgoing, and positive, and enjoy your time studying in Washburn University! 

 



Shawn Oliver (United States of America) 
 

Bachelors in Business Administration- emphasis in Accounting 
 

Minor in Spanish 
 

 

 

 

 

  



Ling Huang (China) 

Master of Accountancy 

 

My name is Ling Huang and I am from China. I had studied two years in my Chinese university 
and then came to study in Washburn University through a program to get both degrees in these 
two universities. I got my Bachelor degree of Accounting Spring 2018. Now, I am studying in 
Master of Accounting. At the beginning when I came here, I lived in a Washburn staff’s house 
which made me nervous because I was not very good at English. However, they listened to me 
carefully even though I couldn’t speak fluently.  After taking some courses and making some 
friends, I had significant improvement in English. I became PAIS in 2017 because I wanted to 
help new international students just like someone helped me when I first came. Hope you will 

enjoy studying at Washburn. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Narumi Hishinuma (Japan) 

Bachelor of Arts in Mass Media with Emphasis in Public Relations 

Business Minor 

 
My name is Narumi Hishinuma from Japan. I am majoring in mass media with public relations 
and minoring in business. This is my last semester at Washburn University. What I struggled 

when I first came here is to speak English and make friends, because I was not good at 
speaking.  But, PAIS was always here for me to help and develop my college life. We would 

love to help you and make better your college life. Don’t be afraid of asking us what you want to 
do in your new stage, here. Ask a help if you have any concerns! 

 

  



Ana Paula Lima (Brazil) 
 

Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology 
 

 
 

After being awarded a scholarship from the Kansas-Paraguay Partners, I had the opportunity 
come to Topeka, Kansas for my bachelor’s degree at Washburn University. I graduated with 

honors in Psychology on December 12, 2014, and maintained an outstanding academic 
performance during my time at Washburn. After graduation, I was able to work for one year as a 

targeted case manager at Monaco & Associates, Inc. providing services for people of all ages 
with disabilities through the Optional Practical Training program (OPT) for students under the 

F1 Visa. 
 

I am currently a third-year graduate student in the Clinical Psychology Master’s program at 
Washburn University, the Graduate Clinic Director at the Psychological Services Clinic, and 
Counseling Services intern. Upon graduation (May 11th, 2019), I will obtain my Temporary 

Licensed Master’s Level Psychologist (TLMLP) license in Kansas and will work as a licensed 
therapist through the OPT program once again. 

 
I have dedicated my graduate career to researching and facilitating presentations for the Sexual 
Assault Prevention & Education (SAPE) program as one of their lead researchers and program 



developer through the Psychology Department. In addition, I have worked as a peer facilitator 
and lead team member of the Bringing in the Bystander program, created by Prevention 

Innovations Research Center – University of New Hampshire, in order to empower and provide 
resources to others in the community. Through these two programs, I am able to start valuable 

discussions with both students and community members about healthy relationships, sexual 
assault, the different components of consent, and how to be a prosocial bystander. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ashmita Mehra (India) 

Computer Information Science  

Mathematics Minor 

 

My name is Ashmita Mehra, but I like to go by Ash and I’m from India. I am a junior at 
Washburn studying Computer Information Sciences with a minor in mathematics. I love 
Washburn for various reasons like its diversity, friendliness, class sizes, helping nature of all the 
faculty and much more. I always wanted to study in the USA and coming to Washburn was one 
of the best decisions of my life. Meeting all these people from different countries, understanding 
their cultures and studying under the wing of highly qualified professors has given me an 
opportunity to grow and learn about life from a different prospective. I’m privileged to be 
associated with Washburn and would love for other people to experience it as well. One thing I 



would like the new students to know is that I’m very familiar with the difficulty of coming to 
other country to pursue your education and I know it is hard, but coming to Washburn and 
studying here is worth it. 

 


