
Identifying Human vs. Non-Human Bone 
Forensic Anthropology Short Course 

Sample Daily Course Schedule 

8:00 Introductions & Forensic Anthropology Today lecture with interactive discussion 

9:00 Is it bone? lecture with interactive real-time Q&A polls 

10min Break 

10:10 Introduction to the Human Skeleton lecture with interactive real-time Q&A polls 

11:00 Exercise #1 Breakout Rooms- Who Needs a Forensic Anthropologist? – working in small groups you 
will apply what you learned to in the previous lecture to examples 

12:00 Lunch 

1:00 Methods for Differentiating Human from Non-Human Bones and Teeth lecture with interactive real-
time Q&A polls 

1:00 Adults (Exercise #2) – competency exercise to test yourself on how to differentiate non-human 
remains from adult human remains based on what you learned in the previous lecture 

1:10 Differentiating Subadult Human remains from Non-Human Bones lecture with interactive real-time 
Q&A polls 

10min Break 

3:45 Subadults (Exercise #3) – competency exercise to test yourself on how to differentiate non-human 
remains from subadult human remains based on what you learned in the previous lecture 

3:30 Cases with the Forensic Anthropologist – real case examples demonstrating the type of cases 
typically encountered in a forensic context and exemplifying when to utilize a Forensic 
Anthropologist 

3:45 What you Need to Know- informational session on how to find a board-certified forensic 
anthropologist, resources that are available, and what to send the Forensic Anthropologist if you 
have a case that needs a significance determination 

4:00 Final Quiz competency exercise to test yourself on all of the course content 

4:50 Course Closing and Certificates 

Sample for informational purposes 

only. Actual yearly schedule may 

change and/or deviate.


