
CAS Student Advisory Board Minutes 3-24-16 
 

Attendees: Dean Laura Stephenson, Dean Bruce Mactavish, Dean Matt Arterburn, Grace 
Hildenbrand, Darria Dennison, Austin Dodds, Christianna Pope, Guillermo Rodriguez, Fritz 
Helbert, Taylor Balsmeier, Troy Russell, Chloe Mooradian, Christina Garcia 
 
Course Evaluations: 
 

• Dean Stephenson explained that the College of Arts and Sciences has been in a process of 
piloting a new form for course evaluations for the past year.  She passed out copies of the 
old version and the new version, though the new version is online.  This spring will be 
another pilot semester. 

• The students responded that they liked the new evaluation form better because it could be 
done at home and there is opportunity to give more thorough feedback to professors.   

• The new form is too long (too many questions).   
• They do like the ability to write in lots of comments. 
• Some students were given class time to complete the new course evaluation while others 

were not.   
• Students may not care about the course evaluations because they do not know how they 

are being used.  It is also useful to explain to them how important the evaluations are 
(especially freshmen). 

• There was a suggestion to extend the time that the survey is open (if possible) in order to 
accommodate students and their busy schedules.  The deans explained that it could be 
open through the weekend after the last day of classes but cannot be open during finals 
week. 

• Students like the idea of having class time to complete the survey so they do not have to 
complete it out of class.   

• Incentivizing course evaluations by offering a free iPad (or something similar) is not an 
effective way to convince students to complete the course evaluations.   

• There was a suggestion to see if the course evaluation system can be integrated into 
MyWashburn or D2L. 

 
Summer School: 
 

• Dean Stephenson asked students provide their input regarding summer school and the 
summer tuition discount. 

• The students really like the tuition discount program and wish that it could also be used 
for 300-level courses.   

• In general, there is an expectation among many students that summer school classes are 
easier than classes during the fall/spring when in reality they are more difficult.  Thus, it 
is important for advisors to explain the difficulty of summer classes. 

• Students like that most of the classes are offered online during the summer because they 
work at jobs or internships and need the flexibility.   

 
How do students go about selecting which courses to take? 
 



• Reading through descriptions in the course catalog, talking with their advisor, or talking 
with peers.  Others decide based on the professor teaching the class.   

 
How do we get the word out about special courses? 
 

• Word of mouth from professors is the best method.  They also think hearing from their 
advisors is helpful and flyers are also a good option.  One person suggested posting 
information about them on MyWashburn. 

 
Open Access Materials: 
 

• The students like having open access materials rather than textbooks as long as the 
content they need is still there. 

 
Be sure to “Like” our page on Facebook: Washburn University College of Arts & Sciences 
 
Concerns/Suggestions: 
 

• A concern was brought up regarding the math tutor room, saying it is too small and the 
furniture could be improved.  There is also a need for a tutor for upper-level math 
courses. 

 
 


