
CAS Student Advisory Board Minutes 3-29-17 
 

Attendees: Audra Keehn, Chris Denton, Aaron Morris, Xavier Garcia, Reilly Peuser, Taylor 
Balsmeier, Sam Calderwood, Austin Dodds, Indigo Wilson-Schmidt, Abbie Welch, Dean Laura 
Stephenson, Associate Dean Bruce Mactavish, Assistant Dean Matt Arterburn, and Grace 
Hildenbrand 
 
Introduction: 
 

• Dean Stephenson began the meeting by explaining the purpose of the College of Arts and 
Sciences (CAS) Student Advisory Board because we had a couple of members who 
attended the meeting for the first time.   

• The purpose of the advisory board is for the CAS deans to connect with students, answer 
questions, get their advice on various discussion topics, etc.  

• We are always looking for ideas or suggestions from students for how our office should 
function.  

• There is one student from each of our 19 departments represented on the advisory board 
and we meet once a semester. 

 
Advising: 
 

• Dean Stephenson started a discussion on what students think of advising at Washburn. 
Some students like their advisors because they have a personal relationship.  

• There appears to be a disconnect between some departments for students who need credit 
in two different departments in terms of not being aware of certain required classes or 
advising appointments that need to be made for other departments. 

• Students like to have a list of which courses are offered which semesters (course 
rotation). It is fairly easy for them to find a list for their own department, but more 
difficult to find for other departments.  

• One student brought up the fact that his advisor did not explain to him that online classes 
are more expensive than face to face classes. Dean Stephenson explained that the reason 
online classes are more expensive is because of the tech support needed for them. 
Students would be interested in seeking out a way to override the extra cost for online 
classes, particularly for in-state, on-campus students who are being required to take an 
online course as part of their degree program, despite their preference for on-campus 
courses. 

• Other things students like about their advisors are the fact that they can choose an 
advising time that works with their schedule, and having their advisor tell students of 
requirements, but also suggest other courses for the student to take.  

• Advisors should have knowledge of other courses they do not teach and other 
departments they are not a part of. They should be able to let you know which classes to 
take based on future plans such as graduate school versus a career, or even professional 
exams.  

• Good advisors also suggest classes that may help a student decide on future plans. Degree 
requirement sheets are helpful and DegreeWorks is also helpful. Advisors should be 
careful not to discount the major regarding career opportunities.  



 
 
New Student Orientation 
 

• One student remembers breaking up into groups by major, but not having an option for 
students who were undecided on their major. It appears that issue has now been fixed 
with the exploratory group of students at NSOs.  

• It is especially helpful when going to the department to get oriented at NSO.  
 
WU 101 
 

• Most students in the group felt as though WU 101 was not a worthwhile experience. They 
suggest making it worth fewer credits and making it shorter (8-week class) or having it be 
a class for second semester freshmen who are struggling to do well in their classes. 

• One student took offense at a WU 101 survey that targeted her as “at risk” due to her 
level of involvement; she did not feel this was accurate or a constructive way to label 
students. 

• Students also reported that WU101 assignments lacked depth and value, citing a task of 
preparing to write a research paper, but not actually writing it.  

• One student asked if retention has improved since WU 101 started and Dean Stephenson 
said it has improved, though a variety of new efforts have been implemented so 
improvement cannot be explicitly tied to WU101. 

• The students liked the idea of a major-specific, discipline specific, or topic specific WU 
101 course, which they felt would add considerable value to the experience. 

• One student reported a negative experience with Honors WU 101 because the added 
“challenge” seemed to be a larger amount of inconsequential work, ultimately feeling like 
more quantity over quality. 

 
If you have other suggestions for discussion topics, please send them to Dean Stephenson 
at laura.stephenson@washburn.edu 
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