
Admissions 
 
Applicants must have completed all requirements for a 
bachelor’s degree from an accredited university before 
the date for which admission is sought. The minimum 
requirement for admission is a grade point average of 
3.0. Exceptions may be made on a case-by-case basis. 
There should be evidence of adequate preparation to 
begin graduate study. Students who lack necessary 
undergraduate course work will be required to complete 
coursework during their first year of admission to the 
graduate program. 
 
The MSW application deadline is January 15th for 
summer/fall admission or October 15th for spring 
admission.  
 
Applications to the MSW program are submitted via an 
online process. To apply, please visit the Washburn 
University home page at http://www.washburn.edu/ 
and follow the link labeled “Apply Now,” then “Apply for 
Graduate Admission.” 
 
Applicants are encouraged to apply early. Admission 
to the MSW Program is competitive. 
 
It is the policy of Washburn University to assure equal 
education opportunity without regard to age, class, color, 
culture, disability, ethnicity, family structure, gender, 
marital status, political affiliation, national origin, race, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation or gender identity. 

 
 
 

Admission on Provisional Status 
The purpose of admission to the MSW program on 
provisional status is to allow select individuals, who fail to 
meet one of the admission criteria, the opportunity to 
demonstrate the ability to meet the academic rigor of the 
graduate program. Provisional students must achieve a 
“B” or better in each course or be subject to dismissal 
from the program. 

 
 

 

Transfer Students 
 
Transfer of credits from another MSW program is 
considered on a case-by-case basis. As a rule, only 
courses taken in a Council on Social Work Education 
(CSWE) accredited Master of Social Work program will 
be eligible for transfer. The applicant must have received 
a grade of “B” or better in the course(s) being 
considered. In addition, each course must be deemed 
equivalent in content to an existing social work graduate 
course for which transfer credit is being considered. In 
most instances, transfer of credit is only granted for first 
year foundation courses. In accordance with 
accreditation requirements, academic credit is not given 
for life or work experience. 
 
All graduate transfer students must complete an 
online application. One of the three letters of 
reference must come from the dean/department 
chair of the CSWE-accredited program from which 
the student is transferring. If the student was in a 
practicum placement while in the other program, 
he/she should obtain the second letter of reference 
from his/her field practicum instructor. All other 
letters of reference should be from full-time 
members of the teaching faculty in the host program, 
who have had the student in their classes.  

 
 
Financial Assistance 
 
Applications for general financial assistance are available 
in the Financial Aid Office at Washburn University in 
Morgan Hall (telephone 785-670-1151). The Financial 
Aid website is  
http://www.washburn.edu/admissions/paying-for-
college/financial-aid/index.html.  
 
Additional financial aid information in the form of 
scholarship opportunities may be obtained through the 
Dean’s Office of the School of Applied Studies (785-670-
1282). Practicum stipends should be discussed with the 
Director of Field Practicum in the Department of Social 
Work. 

Convenient Class Scheduling 
 
Many courses are offered in the evening or 
online as well as in the classroom.   
 
 
Faculty 
 
The highly qualified faculty possesses exceptional 
academic credentials and extensive social work practice 
experience. Faculty members remain active in 
professional and community organizations. In addition, 
students profit from taking classes from a select group of 
community-based clinical social workers, who teach part-
time in their respective areas of expertise. 
 
 
 
 

 
1700 SW College Avenue – 412 Benton Hall 

Topeka, Kansas 66621 
 

Telephone (785) 670-1616 
Fax (785) 670-1027 

 
E-Mail: social-work@washburn.edu 

Website:  www.washburn.edu/social-work   

 
 
 
 
 

MSW Course of Study 

Foundation Courses 
Credit 
Hours 

 
Micro Human Behavior in Social Environment 3 
Macro Human Behavior in Social Environment 3 
Social Policy and Programs 3 
Quantitative Social Work Research 3 
Qualitative Social Work Research 3 
Fundamentals of  Social Work Practice 3 
Dimensions of Professional SW Practice 3 
 
Pre-Generalist Practicum Workshop 0 
Generalist Practicum I 3 
Generalist Practice Seminar I 3 
Generalist Practicum II 3 
Generalist Practice Seminar II 3 

 
Clinical Courses 

 

 
Clinical Assessment and Diagnosis 
Clinical SW Practice with Individuals 

3 
3 

Clinical SW Practice with Families 3 
Clinical SW Practice with Groups 3 
 
Pre-Clinical Practicum Workshop 

 
0 

Clinical Practicum I 3 
Clinical Practice Seminar I  3 
Clinical Practicum II (ONLINE) 3 
Clinical Practice Seminar II 3 
Electives 9 

 
 

Students must take at least three elective courses (i.e., 
nine credit hours) from the growing list of department 
electives. Electives vary each semester. The faculty 
periodically reviews the curriculum, adding new electives 
so students can keep current with social issues and best 
practices. 
 
The field practicum is an integral part of the MSW 
program. It provides a laboratory for students to develop 
mastery of social work skills. Students complete a total of 
400 hours for the Generalist Practicum and 720 hours for 
the Clinical Practicum. The Clinical Practice Seminar is 
taken concurrently with Clinical Practicum. 
 

http://www.washburn.edu/
http://www.washburn.edu/admissions/paying-for-college/financial-aid/index.html
http://www.washburn.edu/admissions/paying-for-college/financial-aid/index.html
mailto:zdpsw@washburn.edu
http://www.washburn.edu/social-work


The Social Work Master’s Degree Program 
 
The Master of Social Work Program is designed to 
prepare students for the competent and ethical 
practice of clinical social work. First year 
foundation courses provide generalist social work 
knowledge, values, and skills, which are applicable 
to all practice settings. Specialization in clinical 
social work, during the second year, provides 
students with the theories, methods, skills, and 
techniques necessary for effective clinical social 
work practice. 
 
The full MSW curriculum consists of 66 academic 
credit hours, including 54 classroom credit hours and 
12 credit hours (1120 clock hours) of supervised 
practice in agency settings. Both full-time and part-
time options are available. 
 
THE ADVANCED STANDING PROGRAM is designed for 
students who have received a baccalaureate degree in 
social work from a CSWE-accredited program. Most of 
these students will need to complete a minimum of 33 
hours of coursework in order to earn the MSW degree. 
 
Full-time Advanced Standing students typically begin in 
the summer semester and can complete the MSW 
program in three full-time semesters.  
 
THE REGULAR STANDING PROGRAM is for the student who 
has an undergraduate degree in a discipline other than 
social work. This program typically is completed in two 
years by full-time students and four years by part-time 
students. Most regular standing students are required to 
complete the full 66 hours in order to earn the MSW 
degree. 
 
All students have four (4) years from their date of entry 
into the program to complete the MSW Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dual JD – MSW Degree Program 
 
The Department of Social Work and the Washburn 
University School of Law jointly offer a dual JD-MSW 
Degree. The goal of the JD-MSW Dual Degree Program 
is to prepare students with combined skills in both social 
work and law for professional practice with complex 
social and legal issues in areas where social work and 
law converge. Students must separately apply to and be 
accepted by both academic programs. Students are 
asked to indicate to each program, at the time of 
application, that they are applying to the JD-MSW Dual 
Degree Program. 
 
 
 
School Social Work Concentration 
 
Within the clinical concentration, students may opt to 
receive specialty training in school social work. This 
entails taking three (3) specific electives: Clinical Social 
Work Practice with the Exceptional Child (SW 781); 
Clinical Social Work Practice in the Educational 
Environment (SW 782); and Social Work Practice in 
Schools (SW 783).  School social work concentration 
students should take SW 783 concurrently with Clinical 
Practicum I (SW 791) and Clinical Practice Seminar I 
(SW 792). In addition, the two-semester clinical 
practicum must be in a school setting under the 
supervision of a school social worker. 
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