
 
The Social Work Bachelor Degree Program 
 

Social work is a dynamic profession committed to 
making a difference in the lives of children, youth, families, 
and communities. Majoring in social work involves developing 
a wide range of knowledge and skills, and concludes with an 
in-depth field practicum experience in the senior year.  
Students receive a wide-ranging liberal arts education in 
addition to their major in social work. 

 
The social work profession is everywhere: in schools, 

hospitals, the work place, health care settings, and prisons. It 
is present in times of social or natural disaster. Social workers 
serve individuals, families, groups, organizations, and 
communities, helping people with a myriad of psychological 
and social problems that occur across the life span. Social 
workers assist veterans, persons with developmental 
disabilities, people with mental health needs, and many 
others. Social workers engage in social advocacy, social 
planning, and administration. Social work is a profession 
guided by a code of ethics. 

 
Do you like working with people? Do you want to make 

a difference? Do you care about social equality and a just 
society? If so, then social work may be for you! 

 
The bachelor degree program is nationally accredited by 

the Council on Social Work Education, and graduates are 
eligible for state licensure to practice social work at the BSW 
level. The course of study also offers excellent preparation for 
continued social work education at the graduate level. 

 
In addition to classroom study, senior social work 

students will work with clients 16 hours a week for two 
semesters under the supervision of qualified professional 
social workers. Field practicum students are placed in a wide 
variety of community agencies and programs such as court-
related services, family service agencies, child protective 
services, and long-term care facilities. The Practicum Office 
strives to create the best match between available placement 
settings and the student’s career goals, past educational and 
occupational experience, and current competencies. Not all 
placement interests can be met, but every reasonable effort 
will be made to consider each student’s needs.  
 

 

 

 
Degree Requirements 
 

General education courses in the humanities, natural 
and physical sciences, and the social sciences are required of 
all BSW students, as well as freshman and junior composition 
and completion of the University math requirement. Specific 
requirements are listed in the Washburn University Catalog. 
 

The Bachelor of Social Work degree requires: 
 

Course 
# 

Course Title Course 
Hours 

 
SW 100 

 
Introduction to Social Work and 
Social Welfare 

 
3 

SW 250 Generalist Social Work Perspectives 3 
SW 325 Micro Human Behavior and the 

Social Environment (HBSE) 
3 

SW 326 Macro Human Behavior and the 
Social Environment (HBSE) 

3 

SW 350 Social Policy and Programs  3 

SW 352 Micro Social Work Practice 3 
SW 353 Macro Social Work Practice 3 

SW 425 Pre-BSW Practicum Workshop 0 
SW 354 BSW Seminar and Field Practicum I 6 
SW 355 BSW Seminar and Field Practicum II 6 

SW 362 Generalist Quantitative Social Work 
Research 

3 

SW 363 Generalist Qualitative Social Work 
Research 

3 

SW 390 Social Work Elective 3 
SW 390 Social Work Elective 3 
SW 390 Social Work Elective 3 

SW 390 Social Work Elective 3 

 Total Hours 51 
 
Social work students select at least four elective 

courses, which include topics such as Family Violence, 
Social Work and the Law, Multicultural Social Work 
Practice, Child Welfare, and Geriatric Social Work. The 
offering of electives will vary each semester. Faculty 
members review the BSW Program curriculum on a 
regular basis, adding new electives to the curriculum so 
students will be kept up-to-date on important social issues 
and best practices. 
 
 
 

 
Declaring Social Work as a Major 
 

It is the policy of the Washburn University Department of 
Social Work to assure equal educational opportunities to 
qualified individuals without regard to age, class, color, culture, 
disability, ethnicity, family structure, marital status, national 
origin, political perspective, race, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender, gender identity, and/or expression.   

 
The student requests a meeting with a social work 

faculty member to review requirements for the major. The 
department will then submit a Declaration of Program (Pre-
Major) and assign an Academic Advisor from among the core 
social work faculty to assist in the selection of the current 
semester courses, and develop a curriculum plan for 
graduation. An automatic email will go to the student with 
relevant information, including the name of his or her 
Academic Advisor within the department. 

 

 A student with a declared major in a field other than 
social work, or an undeclared undergraduate student, is 
allowed to enroll in all undergraduate social work department 
courses with the exception of the practice sequence, (SW 352, 
SW 353) and the field practicum courses (SW 354 and SW 
355). These courses are only open to declared social work 
majors. In order to proceed into the field practicum, students 
must achieve Formal Admission to the BSW Program (see 
below).  This process occurs subsequent to the declaration of 
a major. 

 
 

 

BSW Program Admission Policy Statement 
 

BSW students must obtain Formal Admission to the 
BSW Program in order to complete the degree.  Transfer 
students who have completed social work courses at another 
university must obtain formal admission to the BSW Program 
in order to establish their eligibility to apply for field practicum 
training. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Requirements for Formal Admission to the BSW Program 
 
1. Acceptance as a student in good standing at Washburn 

University as defined in the current Washburn University 

Catalog. 

2. Declaration of Major in Social Work. 

3. Completion of a minimum of 36 hours of General 

Education course credits with an overall grade point 

average of 2.5 or above. 

4. Successful completion of SW 100 – Introduction to Social 

Work and Social Welfare and SW 250 – Generalist Social 

Work Perspectives. 

5. Successful completion of Freshman Composition (or its 

equivalent). In addition, students are strongly encouraged 

to complete the University Math requirement prior to 

beginning the BSW Practicum. 

6. Submission of a completed “BSW Application for Formal 

Admission and Field Practicum.”  

7. Positive recommendation from the Washburn University 

social work teaching faculty. 

8. If required, completion of an admissions interview with the 

BSW Program Director, the Social Work Department chair, 

or a social work faculty designee. 

 

Procedure 
 

Applicants should complete a BSW Application for Formal 
Admission and Field Practicum.  Application packets are 
available on both the Bachelor of Social Work web page and 
the Practicum Program page of the Social Work Department 
website, www.washburn.edu/social-work. 

 
After the student completes and submits the BSW 

Application for Formal Admission and Field Practicum, the 
BSW Admissions Committee will review the application and 
make a decision to accept or reject the student for Formal 
Admission to the BSW Program.  

 
A transfer student who has previously completed social 

work courses at another university should submit reference 
forms from one or more former professors who are qualified to 
assess the applicant’s suitability for the study of professional 
social work practice.  

http://www.washburn.edu/social-work


 
Online Courses 
 

The department’s primary aim is to offer quality courses, 
regardless of format or method of delivery. At present, the 
department offers seated and online sections for:  
 

 SW 100 – Intro to Social Work & Social Welfare (fall & 
spring) 

 SW 250 – Generalist Social Work Perspectives (fall & 
spring)    

 SW 325 – Micro HBSE (fall) 

 SW 326 – Macro HBSE (spring) 

 SW 350 – Social Policy & Programs (spring 

 SW 362 – Quantitative Social Work Research (fall) 

 SW 363 – Qualitative Social Work Research (spring) 
 

In addition, we are working to extend our social work 
elective courses that can be delivered either exclusively online 
or in a “hybrid” format. 
 

 
Faculty 
 

The highly qualified faculty possesses exceptional 
academic credentials and extensive social work practice 
experience. Faculty members remain active in professional 
and community activities. In addition, students benefit from the 
expertise and skill of community social workers who teach as 
part-time instructors in their respective areas of practice. 
 
 
Academic Advising 
 

Faculty and staff assist students with program planning, 
class scheduling, and other academic concerns, and provide 
information about other university services. 
 
 
Job Placement 
 

Washburn Career Services assists Washburn graduates 
in locating employment by coordinating interview schedules, 
counseling students concerning career goals, notifying 
prospective graduates of job opportunities, and providing 
resources to help them in their employment search. 

 
 

 
Center for Student Success 
 

Counseling services are provided to assist students in 
personal growth and development, in confronting and 
resolving problems, and in formulating educational and career 
directions. 
 
 
Services for Students with Disabilities 
 

Services for students who have a permanent or 
temporary disability are provided through the Student Services 
Office at Washburn University. 
 
 
Financial Aid 
 

Washburn University provides financial assistance 
through scholarships, grants-in-aid, student loans, and work 
opportunities. Detailed information can be obtained by 
contacting the Financial Aid Office at (785) 670-1151 or by 
visiting their Web site: www.washburn.edu/admissions/paying-
for-college/financial-aid . 
 
 
Admission to the University 
 

Students applying for admission must complete a 
Washburn University application form. Each applicant must 
send a copy of high school transcripts or proof of successful 
completion of the GED. Those who have attended other 
colleges or universities should request that official transcripts 
be sent directly to the Admissions Office. 
 
 
 
 

 
Washburn University – School of Applied Studies 

Department of Social Work 
1700 SW College Avenue – 412 Benton Hall 

Topeka, Kansas 66621 
(785) 670-1616 

(785) 670-1027 (Fax) 
E-mail: social-work@washburn.edu 

Web Site: www.washburn.edu/social-work 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Bachelor of 
Social Work 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2016-2017 

http://www.washburn.edu/admissions/paying-for-college/financial-aid
http://www.washburn.edu/admissions/paying-for-college/financial-aid
mailto:social-work@washburn.edu
http://www.washburn.edu/social-work

